
 

TONGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING  

Held at: THE OLD SCHOOL, POYLE ROAD, TONGHAM 

MONDAY 19/11/2018  at 7.30 pm. 

Sub-committee meetings held 7.00 pm. 

PRESENT: 

 
Cllr Les Oakley (Chair) Cllr Sue Gray Cllr S Blewitt 
Cllr Jenny Evans Cllr M Baldock Cllr P Hughes  
Cllr P Spooner Cllr N Kearse Mrs G Spittles 
Mr T Boxall Mr M Heath Mr J Dymott 
Mr L Stovold Mr G Tyreman  

 
Clerk: Mrs Margaret Murray 
 

1. Chairman’s announcements and apologies for absence: Apologies received: Cllr A 
Carey, Cllr M Furniss. 

2. The minutes from the meeting on 15/10/2018 were approved. Proposed: Cllr Evans, 
Seconded: Cllr Baldock.  

3. Code of conduct: disclosure if interest: None declared.  
4. Matters arising: none which would not be dealt with in the course of the meeting. 
5. County and Borough Council Matters:   

Cllr Spooner informed us that the Planning Inspector having supported GBC’s refusal 
to allow a large development in Poyle Road/White Lane, the developer in question is 
now suing GBC. GBC has also been sued by the developer of the 254 houses in the 
Street but is asking for the Courts to review the costs. 
Cllr Kearse advised that if she development in White Lane were allowed then SANG 
would be allocated in our area. He has advised the developer that blocks of flats are 
inappropriate in this area. 
A discussion took place around the possibility of traffic lights in The Street to help 
control flow of traffic. This is under CC consideration but would have implications 
which could involve less parking on The Street. The situation will be monitored. 
Cllr Spooner then advised that the turning off the Hogs Back coming from Guildford 
and going right down to Ash Green is being closed, however the slip road from Ash 
Green onto the Hogs Back is remaining. Cllr Baldock asked whether the slip road 
could be extended/improved as it is very short and hazardous. 
Cllr Baldock also advised that the builders of the new house on The Street had not 
moved the lamp-post, making access difficult, and were also using the area behind the 
build-out for parking which was causing serious sight-line issues for traffic coming 
down off the Hogs Back. 



The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by a resident of Elm Lane regarding a 
parking issue; Cllr Spooner asked that the query be forwarded to him. 
 

6. Adjournment:  
a) Mr Stovold was advised that Cllr Oakley cuts his hedge back twice a year, and 

that the hedge obstructing the pavement in The Laurels had now been cut back by 
the resident. 

b) Mr Tyreman advised that with regard to a defibrillator, these would appear to be a 
target for thieves so should the TCA have one it would need to be both accessible 
and secure. Noted. 

c) Speed device training: Mr Tyreman asked to be included on the list. Cllrs Gray 
and Baldock have attended training sessions, as has another village volunteer. 

d) Cllr Oakley advised that the Council has decided there is no need for test drilling 
in the Recreation ground as surface water is not a regular issue, same goes for the 
allotments. Cllr Blewitt, an allotment holder, will monitor the allotments. 

 Mr Mike Heath read his report as follows: 
1 - Surrey County Council (SCC) 
A - SCC Highways has advised that the removal of the Chicane on Oxenden Road and the 
Task Group investigation for possible alternative speed calming ideas i.e. introduce Speed 
Humps etc. will be considered later in 2018 prior to then being considered by the Guildford 
Local Action Committee - on-going. 
B - SCC Councillor Matt Furniss has been requested in have Pavements improved in front of 
the Recreation Ground on Poyle Road - on-going. 
C - SCC Councillor Matt Furniss has been requested to advise the start date for improving the 
A31/A331 junction and the introduction of Traffic Lights on the roundabout off Oxenden 
Road to Aldershot - on-going. 
D - SCC Public Rights of Ways will replace the Finger Signs where missing/damaged and 
consider the need to install Self Closing Gates in various places. However due financial 
constraints they currently do not have a specified time for this. All jobs have to be prioritised 
accordingly - on-going. 
F - SCC Highways has advised that they intend to conduct further investigations in the area 
of the Blocked Pipe in Pavement at Dwelling 39 The Street before deciding on 
repair/drainage improvements to prevent water pouring on to the road. This work is 
scheduled to start today Monday 19 January 2018 - on-going. 
G - SCC Councillor Matt Furniss has advise he will provide funds from his Members 
Allocation towards the cost to install a Hard Surface Storage Area for the Cricket Screens in 
the Recreation Ground - on-going. 
2 - Guildford Borough Council (GBC) 
A - GBC has provided a copy of the report of their inspected/investigated part of the 
Drainage System in the Poyle Farm Area. This report content has been discussed with the 
various dwelling owners and now waits to hear from the Drainage Manager what repair 
actions are required - on-going. 
B - The handover arrangements of the Ash SANG Walk from Bewley Developers to GBC is 
continuing and GBC has requested help to improve the muddy entrances - on-going.   
C - GBC has requested their CCTV Contractor to provide a Cost Quotation to investigate the 
reason for the flooding in The Cardinals - on-going. 
D - the Application presented to the GBC Community Grant Scheme with a request for funds 
to repair and enhance the Cricket Practice Area in the Recreation Ground was unsuccessful. 
Alternative Fund Providers are now being progressed - All to Note. 
3 - Tongham Parish Council (TPC)    All actions completed. 



4 - Tongham Community Association (TCA)  
A - A Planning/Building Control Application presented to GBC Planning to introduce an Air 
Condition System in the Community Centre has been withdrawn due to cost constraints. Fund 
Providers are now being progressed - All to Note.   
B - Many repairs/updates have been completed/are in hand in the Community Centre. These 
include New Circuit Board for the Boiler, New Alarm Box and New Fire Extinguishers – All 
to Note. 
C - Future plans for the Community Centre include New Dryers, New Air Fresheners, re 
stencilling the Cark Park Markings and installing a New Drain near the Main Wooden Gate 
to the Recreation Ground Playing Field. 
 

7. Reports from sub-committees: 
a. Planning: Chair Cllr Blewitt: No reports. 
b. Lighting and General Purposes: Chair: Cllr Carey. 

i. CCTV update: Mr G Tyreman advised that he has done considerable 
work and is waiting for agreement from the Orient Fish & Chip Shop 
owner. Cllr Gray asked about access and other issues; this is all 
covered by CCTV policy which will be updated to include the new 
equipment. 

ii. New play area: Clerk has applied to GBC for permission. 
iii. Firework and Bonfire debrief: all went very well indeed, as usual there 

were parking issues. Clerk has enquired about silent fireworks but it 
was felt that the traditional ones are best. Paradise Gardens will be 
asked to carry out clearance work, and Cllr Oakley will use funding 
from stall holders to supply sharp sand to make the area safe for local 
users. 

iv. The telephone box at the White Hart crossroads has been smartened up 
but not to a satisfactory standard, so BT will be back early next year. 

c. Finance, Policy and Administration: Chair Cllr Hughes. 
i. Financial statements for month ending 30/10/2018 was agreed by all 

and signed by Cllr Hughes. 
ii. Data Protection policy: formally agreed, and unanimously accepted. 

iii. Budget for 2019/20: draft budgets were issued, all to study and report 
back to Clerk, final budget will be presented at the December meeting. 

iv. Any other business: None. 
8. Execution of documents: To consider, if necessary, passing the following resolution: 

"That the Council do seal in the manner prescribed by law, or the clerk or member as 
appropriate, do sign on behalf of the Council any Order, Deeds or Documents, 
required to give effect to any of the matters and recommendations contained in the 
reports as presented to, and approved by, the Council on 19/11/2018.” 
 
Proposed: Cllr Sue Gray, Seconded: Cllr Melvin Baldock. 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………….. 
Chair of meeting 
Date: 17th December 2018 

 
 
 



 


