
TONGHAM NEWSLETTER

This very popular music festival is now held Bi-Annually and 
returns to Tongham Recreation Ground Poyle Rd this sum-
mer, so keep the date 22nd June 2019 free and come and 
join in the fun. The decision to change the event from yearly 
to Bi-annual was taken back in 2013 when all the committee 
members who give up their time for free as volunteers, felt 
the event was getting too big to organise on a yearly basis 
and to deliver a great event we all needed a bit of breathing 
space in between. 

Samfest is in its 9th year since Founder members Michael 
Wright & Les Oakley introduced the event to the village in 
2010. The event gives 100% of proceeds to local good causes 
with Phyliss Tuckwell getting 80%, the other 20% is given to 
local good causes in and around Tongham Village.

The Samfest committee members are currently working 
tirelessly to deliver another premium event for the village 
and it is hoped to attract its usual high attendance which has 
seen it grow from 1500 in its early years to nearly 3000 at last 
event.

The success of Samfest relies heavily on the goodwill of the 
village and the many volunteers that help out in the build up 
and on the day of the event, so if you feel you could perhaps 
help out in anyway please contact us via our website, the 
event also relies on the help of our many generous sponsors 
who year after year support this fantastic event, so again if 
you feel your Company/Organisation would like to become 
a sponsor of the event please visit the website for details, 
and view the many sponsorship packages available  

To keep up to date with preparations for this year’s event 
and to purchase tickets please visit our website www.sam-
festmusicfestival.co.uk. There will be an updated article in 
the next addition of the newsletter, where we will be able to 
announce full line up and things to do within the arena on 
the day. So come along, bring the family and a blanket and 
enjoy a fantastic day out in your village.  

Les Oakley
Event Chairman 

SPRING 2019

Moving up from the Cambridge and into The Street we come 
to the Anchor Inn which began life as a private house in the 
18th century before being converted to a pub in 1849. Be-
tween 1854 and the 1860’s the boundary of the Aldershot 
Camp (South East side) was the northern approach to Tong-
ham Station. It was here that a Mounted Military Outpost 
was stationed. The men were  billetted in the Anchor with 
their horses stabled in the adjacent building.

BACK FROM MY TRAVELS!
It is really good to be back after my 3 months extended 
study leave! And it was fantastic to have so many from the 
community at the Act of Remembrance on the 11th Novem-
ber as we marked 100 years since the end of World War 1 
and remembered those who gave their lives from families 
living here and of course many attending services and carol 
singing over Christmas too (though they both seem a long 
time ago already!)

The study leave went so fast! And I didn’t do half the things 
I had planned to do! But I was able to catch up on some 
reading and had the opportunity to visit many different lo-
cal churches. It was strange getting in a car to go to church, 
when I can normally walk up the road. And I missed the sense 
of family we have at St Paul’s, where all ages offer a friendly 
smile and there is always someone to talk to! It has given me 
things to reflect on and reminded me what it feels like to be 
new at a service and not know what is going on!

You may have seen me running too – I took the opportunity 
to rest and relax, and for me running is a great way to un-
wind. I may not be fast or run a marathon, but I really enjoy 
it! And as part of my resting I had time with my 3 children and 
grand-daughter, including a week near Cromer at the sea-
side, with amazing weather! A definite highlight was a trip to 
Israel, touring round some of the sites of events from the Bi-
ble. It was amazing to see historical sites of such a great age, 
and often showing enough that you can really imagine how 
it was for people living there in both the time of Jesus and 
the Old Testament times going back to King David. I have 
a lot of photographs (over 1200!) if anyone is interested… 
probably need to do a bit of sorting!

I am so pleased to be back and have enjoyed catching up 
with everyone – do say hello if you see me wondering around 
(with or without my guitar!) and if there is anything we as a 
church can do to support you or a neighbour in the village, 
please do get in touch.

By Ye Olde Codger
In a previous newsletter we wrote about the Cricketers pub-
lic house. This month we look at the others starting with a 
nostalgic look at those pubs that have passed into the his-
tory books.

TONGHAM’S WATERING HOLES

First up is The Victory which stood at the top end of the vil-
lage, at the head of The Street. It was on the old Farnham 
Road and was demolished when the dual carriageway was 
built. The liquor licence was later transferred to the Hotel on 
the Hogs back.

Next up is the Duke of Cambridge which was situated on the 
junction of Manor Road, Oxenden Road and Spoil Lane. The 
pub was opened around 1890 but had a comparatively short 
life and was demolished shortly after the second world war.

WATERING HOLES (contd)

The Anchor closed in 1992 and one year later mysteriously 
caught fire and burned down. Nothing could be saved and 
sadly it was eventually pulled down with new houses now 
occupying the site.

After the demise of the Anchor the village was left with just 
the two pubs and so we now come to the White Hart which 
sits in the centre of the village. It is believed that there has 
been an Inn on this site since around 1600. There were cot-
tages (actually converted outhouses!) to the rear facing The 
Street that were known as Magpie Row. These were demol-
ished in 1972 and replaced with the four houses that stand 
there now. The pub has been knocked about a bit over the 
years including a fire and rebuild in 1935. Despite all this the 
basic layout of the pub remains the same.

Inside there are three separate bars: the saloon which has an 
open fire, the lounge and a sports bar with pool table, dart 
board and juke box. All the bars have a television. There are 
tables and seating in the front of the building with a garden, 
patio and raised decking to the rear.

There is something for everybody as each day there are reg-
ular “specials” ranging from cask ales at £3 a pint after 5pm 
on a Monday to two glasses of Prosecco for the price of one 
all day Friday (which is also Steak Nite from 5-9pm). Tuesday 
is a Quiz night with free snacks and Wednesday it is Pie and 
a Pint for a tenner from 5pm. Thursday night its Pint and a 
Burger for a tenner after 5pm and is also Italian Nite. Finally 
they have live music most Saturday nights.

 All the meals are cooked on the premises from locally 
sourced outlets and provide an extensive menu from bar 
snacks to a traditional Sunday roast with all the trimmings.

SAMFEST IS BACK!



SURREY CC UPDATE
On the 4th February County Councillor Matt Furniss and 
Road Safety & Active Travel Team Manager, Duncan Knox 
presented on a possible closure of the A31/White Lane Gap. 
No decision has been made to close the gap, the event was 
an early information session for local residents to gain their 
feedback. 
It was a well-attended session by local residents who ex-
pressed views on both options presented. 
As there is a clear pattern of incidents on this section where 
cars are crossing over the dual carriageway, using the gap as 
a U-Turn towards Guildford and in once case even reversing 
on the A31 having missed the turning. 
A number of useful suggestions were made by the attend-
ees and we will be taking those away to see if they can be 
incorporated. 
The slides are available and we will do another public infor-
mation meeting in the future on the two options presented. 
The first was keeping the gap open with improved visibility, 
signage and clearer identification of cars waiting to cross. 
The second was a full gap closure as on other areas of the 
Hogs Back. This would only be done in conjunction with im-
provements to surrounding junctions. 
Any questions or to receive a copy of the presentation 
please do get in touch with County Councillor Matt Furniss 
at matt.furniss@surreycc.gov.uk, Matt can also help on any 
Highways, Education or Countryside questions. 
If you have any planning, recycling or parking your Borough 
Councillors Paul Spooner (paul.spooner@guildford.gov.uk), 
Nigel Kearse (nigel.kearse@guildford.gov.uk) and Andrew 
Gomm (andrew.gomm@guildford.gov.uk) can help

If you have any questions regarding the project in the mean-
time, please contact major.projects@guildford.gov.uk

Matt Furniss

Vice-Chairman SCC Planning Committee
Cabinet Member for Highways
Surrey County Councillor – Shalford Division 
Twitter: @mpfurniss
Facebook@cllrmpfurniss
 
Cabinet PA - Isabella Nye-Meredith
Email: isabella.nyemeredith@surreycc.gov.uk

You will all be relieved to know that Guildford Borough 
Council is now taking serious action against fly-tipping. 

A system is in place where offenders will be taken to court 
and, if found guilty, fined and given a criminal record. Take 
your rubbish down the tip! Or ask Guildford Borough Coun-
cil to collect any large items. A Tongham resident was fined 
£800 in January 2019!

FLY TIPPING ACTION

CHARITY EVENT IN TONGHAM
Raises thousands for cancer
On the 10th of November a charity evening was held at the 
Cricketers Pub and raised £3,306 in aid of Phyllis Tuckwell 
Hospice and Macmillan Cancer Care. Cheques for £1,653 
were presented to both the charities on the 19th December.

Peter Marshall and Sue Geoghegan the landlord and land-
lady of the pub, donated a further cheque of £1,335 to the 
Hospice, which was raised through the pub’s charity bottle.
The charity event was organised by John Riddell, Wally 
Walsh, Peter and Sue in memory of John’s late wife Lyn Rid-
dell, who sadly passed away on the 7th July.   

Lyn was diagnosed with incurable cancer in September 2013 
but in September 2015 was taken into the Royal Surrey Hos-
pital and given three to 12 weeks to live. She was discharged 
under the palliative care of Phyllis Tuckwell and a St Luke’s 
Cancer Care dietician. 

The family, John and children Kelly and Jeff decided a have 
a bottle of Champagne every Saturday to celebrate another 
week together. 

Wally who had known Lyn since their teens came up with 
the idea of hosting a charity evening at the Cricketers pub as 
he, Lyn and John were all customers there.  As Lyn’s longev-
ity was uncertain, she felt they should wait.

TONGHAM SCOUTS
23rd MARCH: JUMBLE SALE 11.00 - 2.00pm
We will be collecting jumble and bric a brac after the Brew-
ery Tour, so please do not bring it before then because we 
have no where to store it. We would like you to collect clean 
clothing which we can sell, so no ripped or soiled items. The 
bric a brac can be toys, books, china etc again can these 
items be clean and complete we cannot except any electri-
cal items. These items will be sold at the sale in the Scout 
Hut and we will also have a tea tent so donations of home-
made cakes would also be appreciated. Volun-teers will be 
needed to also sort, sell, clear up on the day.

4th APRIL: DOLOMITES BAND NIGHT 7.30 - 10.30pm
Local band the Dolomites have offered to play for the Group. 
This will a fun fuelled night where you can dance the night 
away to classic 50’s and 60’s rock ’n’ roll. You will know all the 
songs and your feet will just keep on tapping. £10 a ticket

JUNE: MUSIC IN THE PARK
Homemade cake donations will be needed as we will be 
manning the tea tent during the music event at Gostrey 
Meadows, Farnham. Lovely event on a Sun-day afternoon 
as you serve tea and listen to the band.

CHARITY EVENT (cont)
Following Lyn’s funeral on the 26th July, John approached 
Wally, Pete and Sue and they decided to hold the event. A 
band, Peter, Paul and Mary’s brother with whom Wally plays 
with, agreed to play on the night for no fee. One man and his 
hog agreed to donate a hog roast. Friends, family and locals 
donated prizes for the raffle. 

John Riddell 

FROM BALLROOM TO BOLLYWOOD!

DANCE FITNESS

Tongham Community Centre, Poyle Road

FRIDAYS

9.30am Bollywood-inspired Just Jhoom!
10.45am Ballroom & Latin-inspired FitSteps

No experience necessary – all abilities welcome
Just come and have a go, get fit and HAVE FUN!

For more information contact Annabel 
t: 01252 375030 e: bella_brash@hotmail.com

Tongham Parish Council
W: www.surreycommunity.info/tonghamparishcouncil
E:   tonghamclerk@outlook.com
T:   01252 782893  (Mon AM & Tues AM only)

Surrey County Council
W: www.surreycc.gov.uk
E:  contact.centre@surreycc.gov.uk
T:   03456 009 009

Guildford Borough Council
W: https://www.guildford.gov.uk
E: customerservices@guildford.gov.uk
T: 01483 505050

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION

Lyn, under the care St Luke’s dietician, started to build up 
her strength so was offered further chemotherapy treat-
ments in September 2016 and September 2017.    

On 23rd of June 2018 Lyn collapsed at home and was admit-
ted into the Royal Surrey Hospital. She was then admitted 
to Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice the 1st July where she died days 
later.

John said “Through the great care and attention she re-
ceived from the specialist cancer doctors, nurses and the 
dietician we had Lyn with us for nearly 5 years. 

The decision not to hold a charity event in 2015 turned out to 
be the right one. We ended up having 147 bottles of Cham-
pagne in celebration of the weeks we had together follow-
ing the three to 12 weeks she was given to live in 2015”.

Presentation to Phyllis Tuckwell
L to R John Riddell, Leanne Magee (Phyllis Tuckwell) 

Wally Walsh

Presentation to Phyllis Tuckwell by the Landlady and 
Landlord of the Cricketers Pub 

with money collected from the Pub’s charity bottle.  
L to R Sue Geoghegan, Leanne Magee (Phyllis Tuckwell) 

Peter Marshall 

The Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Mike Parsons, wishes to 
gauge interest in a Volunteers Fair to be held on Thursday 4 
April 2019 from 11.00am – 3.00pm. 

The fair will be held in Guildford High Street with a similar 
format to the Farmers’ Market. The fair would allow local 
voluntary and charity groups to showcase their work and 
recruit potential volunteers. Due to licensing regulations, 
charities would not be able to collect donations on the day. 

46 percent of those surveyed stated that the most common 
reason for getting involved in volunteering is to help oth-
ers, with 31 percent stating that they volunteered because a 
cause was important to them. The fair would present a fan-
tastic opportunity for our residents to find something they 
are passionate about and to see how they can help others, 
meet new people, make a difference in someone else’s life 
and get involved in their local community. 

There will be a nominal charge for taking part.

If your organisation would be interested, please let Philippa 
Coldham know by e-mail at Philippa.Coldham@guildford.
gov.uk

GUILDFORD VOLUNTEER FAIR


