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The 2019 Ash Village Fete will be celebrating the official end 
of World War I which was on 19th July 1919. for more infor-
mation on Peace Day please click Peace Day.

The Fete will be held on Saturday 20th July 2019 from 12 
noon until 4pm.

During the afternoon there will be various events and attrac-
tions including;

• varied stalls – with games, tombola’s, raffles, gifts and 
much more;

• a Beer and Wine Tent – run by the Ash and Blackwater 
Valley Rotary Club;

• a BBQ – run by the Rushmoor Rotary Club;
• The Sandhurst and District Drum Corps – sponsored by 

Dover Garage;
• Open Class Dog Show – run by Chimney Farm Interna-

tional Dog Rescue sponsored by Rivendell Vet Group ;
• Radio Frimley Park Outside Broadcast Unit;
• a Plate Smashing stall

St. Paul’s School Tongham will be taking part in the embroi-
dery project.

Ash Museum will be staging a display in the Ash Centre Main 
Hall about the Ash Peace Day Celebrations 1919.

SUMMER 2019
SAMFEST - 22 JUNE 2019

Our voluntary committee has been meeting every month 
since our event in 2017 to ensure Samfest 2019 is our big-
gest and best to date. This year sees some top quality tribute 
and local acts playing across our 2 stages with local favour-
ites The Frets on the main stage joining the amazing Ska 
Dogs, Chilli Fighters, Maybe Oasis and our headline act Rock 
Q(Queen tribute) .We also have a rock and pop foundation 
area which will allow buskers to come and play at Samfest 
plus workshops for everyone to be taught how to play in a 
band, both first timers and members from our bands will be 
performing in here together !!    

As well as the music we have all the Samfest favourites. Our 
huge festival bar again brilliantly managed by the Red Lion 
team, multiple food outlets, fair rides, festival market and 
lots more all in our friendly festival atmosphere.

Over the past 25 years or so Tongham village has under gone 
quite a transformation and continues to do so with the in-
crease in the number of housing projects. During the 1990’s 
I would spend many hours walking around the village with 
my trusty camera recording the changes to the village. This 
also triggered my interest in the history of the village which 
kick-started my search for old photographs and images of 
Tongham past. 

Of course the biggest changes to the village came about 
during the 1990’s with the   demolition of the old railway 
bridge and the building of the Blackwater Valley Relief Road. 
This completely transformed the area and the centre of the 
village in particular.

On the west side of The Street, just beyond the parade of 
shops was a huge warehouse that backed onto the railway. It 
was commonly known for many years as Robin’s Warehouse 
but in reality it had undergone many uses over the years.

YE OLDE CODGER YE OLDE CODGER (contd)
This sad looking photograph is probably the last one taken 
of the remains of the old warehouse before it was demol-
ished to make way for the building of Bridge Mews.

Meanwhile, in another part of the village, what was Tong-
ham Woods and what was left of the old orchard are making 
way for the new by-pass: the little blue puddle becomes, in 
due course, the new Tongham pond.

PEACE DAY CELEBRATION

SAMFEST! 22nd June In the Tongham Recreation 
Ground, see article.

Church Summer Buzz: St Paul’s Church is holding a 
Summer Buzz event on 25th July from 2 – 4 pm. 

Watch the church website and noticeboard for details! 

www.stpaulstongham.org.uk

WHAT’S ON 

IIn this photograph, facing east, the warehouse is the large 
building to the right of the station.The railway booking office 
is to the left of the picture on the other side of the bridge. Its 
many occupants over the years ranged from a dog biscuit 
manufacturer to a motor cycle manufacturing company!

The building was purchased by a bird food specialist supplier 
called Richard Hyde at the turn of the last century. In 1913 
Mr Hyde rented the property to Burney and Blackburn a mo-
tor cycle manufacturing company. However, their engineer-
ing skills were put to a more important use when they were 
employed by the government in the manufacture of muni-
tions. And at this time the company employed more than 
150 workers. (There will be more on Burney and Blackburn in 
a future issue). 

The building survived the wars and even a fire at one point 
that required the presence of no less than three large fire 
engines.

It was not much fun commuting though the village at this 
time!

The photograph below marks the end of an era as shortly af-
ter this was taken the old bridge was demolished. Very little 
remains today as evidence of a station and railway that ran 
through the village.

As always with Samfest we are delighted ato be donating 
100% of profit to LOCAL good causes. Celebrating its 40th 
year anniversary this year Phyliss Tuckwell Hospice will again 
be the main beneficiary but other LOCAL charities and or-
ganisations within the village will benefit from the day. The 
Samfest Group would like to thank all our amazing sponsors 
for supplying equipment and much needed funds to help us 
cover our set up costs, it’s down to these special companies 
and individuals that we are able to donate all ticket sales and 
proceeds from our charity bar to the local community. 

Tickets are available at a discounted rate at venues within 
the village and on line, please visit the website for all the up 
to date information .

We very much look forward to seeing as many as possible on 
the 22nd and a huge thank you to the residents of Tongham 
for their understand continued support to Samfest. 

www.samfestmusicfestival.com



FOOD WASTE RECYCLING
Residents’ recycling results in stunning saving for Surrey
Surrey residents recycled even more food waste in their 
food caddies last year meaning that £310,000 is now being 
saved every year, helping to protect essential services.

Residents’ efforts have made savings because it costs less 
to recycle food waste (turning it into electricity) than it does 
to dispose of it. And, even though it’s only a small action, it 
shows that putting a bit more into your caddy can make a 
big difference.

Even though big savings are already being made, more food 
waste can go into caddies. In fact, if all food waste in Surrey 
went into caddies, it would save an extra £3 million a year. 
And remember, all food can go into your caddy so please put 
more in and help increase the savings being made.

Caddies can be lined with any kind of plastic bag and smelly 
food waste can be put in a tied carrier bag and taken straight 
away to outside food bins, which are collected weekly in 
Surrey.

Councillor Beryl Hunwicks, Surrey Environment Partner-
ship’s Chairman, said: “The savings that are being made are 
proof that Surrey residents are making a huge difference by 
recycling food waste. A big thank you to them and I’m confi-
dent that we’ll save even more this year!”

CLERKS RANTS
Dog Poo Plea
At a recent football match in the Recreation ground, the ref-
eree insisted that the pitch was cleared of dog mess before 
he would allow the game to start. Come on, people – pick up 
after your pooches! Yes, there may be the odd one where 
Fido has run off and you haven’t noticed him messing but this 
was not just an isolated poo. 

I quote from Government legislation – ‘Unremoved dog poo 
can often be one reason influencing decisions to ban dogs 
from certain parks’. I would personally hate this to happen, 
as I walk my two dogs in the Rec as do several of the Coun-
cillors and our friends and neighbours. But this is what will 
happen if the situation continues. There are plenty poo bins 
in the Rec and it is now a requirement that dog walkers carry 
poo bags with them.

Tongham Parish Council
W: www.surreycommunity.info/tonghamparishcouncil
E:   tonghamclerk@outlook.com
T:   01252 782893  (Mon AM & Tues AM only)

Surrey County Council
W: www.surreycc.gov.uk
E:  contact.centre@surreycc.gov.uk
T:   03456 009 009

Guildford Borough Council
W: https://www.guildford.gov.uk
E: customerservices@guildford.gov.uk
T: 01483 505050

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION

If anyone needs a small kitchen waste bin, or a new food 
waste bin for their collection, we have some in the Parish 
Council office. Just ring the Clerk on 01252 782893 – if she 
is not in, leave a message and she will get back to you to 
arrange a date for you to collect a new bin. 

On a similar matter please DO NOT throw your food waste 
into Tongham Woods. The Greive Close entrance especially 
suffers from this. Several dogs have become very poorly af-
ter eating chicken carcases and so forth. 

This really is not a kindness as foxes can also become ill. It 
can lead to very heavy vet bills and if this continues a CCTV 
camera may be installed to identify any offenders.

t: 01252 782893

FOOD WASTE BINS

TONGHAM NEWS
Defibrillator
A public access defibrillator has now been installed on the 
verandah at the community centre in Poyle Road, training 
courses have taken place as to its use.  

However, defibrillators are very easy to use. Although they 
don’t all look the same, they all function in broadly the same 
way. You don’t need training to use one. The machine gives 
clear spoken instructions – all you have to do is follow them 
- and it won’t shock someone unless they need it. 

The Tongham Community Association would like to thank 
Cllr Matt Furniss of Surrey County Council, and Tongham 
Parish Council for their contribution.

St Paul’s Church is building a ramp …
At least the Vicar, Reverend Claire Holt, hopes we are! 
We have planning permission and several quotes for this 
much-needed help to allow the less able to easily access our 
church. It is hoped that the ramp will be started later this 
year, and next Spring we will be putting in plants to soften 
its appearance. If you can offer any help, do please contact 
Claire – details on the Church’s website.

Tongham’s Play Areas
We are delighted to announce a new play area – the pres-
ent multi-use games area (basketball field) outside the com-
munity centre is being moved to the unused double tennis 
court at the wood end of the path, and a new play area for 
age groups 8 – 14 is being installed in its place. We are also 
installing some outdoor gym equipment towards the rear 
of the raised picnic area – get all those beach bodies ready! 
(Or in my case – beach ball body!) This should be installed in 
June/July.

New Borough Councillors
Tongham Parish Council is delighted to announce that Cllr 
Paul Spooner is still a borough Councillor following the re-
cent elections. He is joined by Cllr Graham Eyre and Cllr Paul 
Abbey. We look forward to working with you all in time to 
come. 

Cllr Matt Furniss remains as our Surrey County Councillor.
You will all have noticed that Tongham Parish Council has a 
vacancy for a Councillor. We hope that this vacancy will soon 
be filled, and will publish details of the new Councillor as 
soon as we can.

Courses available in Seale Village hall, only 5 minutes 
‘drive’ away, for puppy training and socialization and scent 
work, Contact info@tricksntreats.co.uk or call 07702 
070592 to book your place. Check out the website for all 
other services, e.g. dog-walking or cat sitting.

www.tricksntreats.co.uk

TONGHAM TURNS
Candlelight Cabaret
Join us in Tongham Village Hall, 75 The Street, Tongham on
Friday 5th July 2019, at 7 pm  for an evening of splendid turns 
from our local talent and music with Sounds Familiar. 

Tickets are £15 a head, (in support of Village Hall charity), to 
include nibbles, (Fish and chips or sausage and chips), pud-
ding, and a glass (or two) of wine or squash.  (Please advise 
us of any dietary requirements in advance).

Very well behaved adults are welcome to bring children. 
(Half price if under 14yrs.).

I will be looking for Turns of around 4 minutes, so let me 
know as soon as you can, or just be a boisterous, apprecia-
tive and captive audience.

There will be a raffle and any small raffle prizes are always 
welcome.

Carol.Meckiffe@gmail.com 

And while I am on about anti-social behaviour . . . 
WHY are so many people parking on pavements? And I don’t 
just mean a couple of wheels over the kerb to avoid conges-
tion in a narrow road. 

There are certain residential areas in the village where peo-
ple are parking right on the pavement, forcing pedestrians 
onto the road. 

Government advice is that where it is advisable to do so, 
parking two wheels on pavements is acceptable PROVIDED 
there is room for pedestrians – and not just for a small size 8 
woman! Pushchairs; wheelchairs; mobility scooters must all 
be taken into account. Persistent offenders will be reported 
to the Parking wardens at Guildford Borough Council.

FROM BALLROOM TO BOLLYWOOD!
DANCE FITNESS

Tongham Community Centre, Poyle Road

FRIDAYS

9.30am Bollywood-inspired Just Jhoom!
10.45am Ballroom & Latin-inspired FitSteps

No experience necessary – all abilities welcome
Just come and have a go, get fit and HAVE FUN!

For more information contact Annabel 
t: 01252 375030 e: bella_brash@hotmail.com


