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The Rev Donald Pickering then dedicated the Memorial as the 
congregation followed with the hymn “O God our help in ages 
past”. The Last Post and Reveille were sounded by the buglers 
of The Farnham Cadet Company and the ceremony concluded 
with the Tongham Brass band playing Chopin’s funeral march 
whilst many families, relatives and friends of the fallen laid 
beautiful wreaths at the foot of Memorial.
*in the 1950’s when the Cardinals was built the Memorial was 
moved from its original site (roughly at the junction of North 
Side and the corner of Poyle Road), to its present location. In 
front of the Church in Poyle Road.

In July 1997 four names of men who had died in World War 
Two and one more from the Great War were added to the 
Memorial with a service conducted by the Reverend Peter 
Garland. The Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Sir Richard Thornton 
read the lesson and an address was given by Michael Reyn-
olds, branch chairman of the Seale and Sands British Legion. 
As the wreaths were laid, Sarah Fowler of Farnham sounded 
the last post.

(My thanks to Gill Picken for plagiarising her article on the 
unveiling of the Memorial and to Sally Jenkinson of the Ash 
Museum for the photograph of Dr H M Chester and the pho-
tograph of the original memorial). 

BUT THAT IS NOT THE END OF THE STORY..............

A little while back we discovered the names of three more 
men who had fallen in the Great War. When the Parish Coun-
cil had the Memorial professionally cleaned (see last Sum-
mer’s issue of the Parish Newsletter) all the names that need-
ed re-leading were done at the same time and the three new 
names were added. These men are:
FRANCIS JOHN BAKER: died 24 February 1917 aged 33
FRANK BICKNELL: died 24 October 1914 aged 25
WILLIAM LEONARD HEDGER: died 30 October 1917 aged 24
They are all especially remembered at this year’s memorial     
service.
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Over the last century, plastic has become part of everyday life. 
From bottles and bags to plastic pots, tubs and trays our lives 
are full of it. And so is the planet. 79% of the plastic waste 
ever created has ended up in our environment. We’re becom-
ing a plastic planet. But we don’t have to – if we recycle.

From the sea to the land, Earth is becoming a Plastic Planet. 
Most of the plastic waste in the UK doesn’t actually end up 
in our oceans, but a lot is disposed of in our environment – 
burned or buried in landfill sites. People are increasingly wor-
ried about this and its impact on nature, and they’re right to 
be. 79% of the plastic waste ever created is still in our en-
vironment. We are leaving a legacy of plastic waste on our 
planet that will take years to put right.

The Recycling Gap
Despite a huge rise in recycling rates over the past few years, 
there is a big difference between what we are recycling and 
what we could be. This is the recycling gap. We need to close 
it.

More and more people are recycling but we still only recycle 
58% of our plastic bottles – that’s a 42% gap. Plastic bottles 
are accepted for recycling by 99% of local councils in the UK. 
We only recycle 32% of the plastic pots, tubs and trays we buy 
and these are widely collected for recycling.

It all adds up to plastic being needlessly burned or dumped in 
landfill every year. Some of that plastic ends up polluting our 
environment. We all do our bit to recycle, but we can still do 
more.

What can we do?
If you don’t already recycle plastic it’s as simple as getting a 
recycling bin from your local council and then putting it out 
on collection day. Check what types of plastic you can recycle 
at home.

If you are already recycling some of the plastic you buy, you 
can take the next step by finding out what else you can recy-
cle to stop them becoming part of the environment. Remem-
ber, if its plastic and bottle shaped its recyclable including all 
those from the bathroom like shampoo and bleach bottles.

Together we are closing the recycling gap and saying no to a 
Plastic Planet.

Recycling plastics is easier than ever
www.recyclenow.com

OUR PLASTIC PLANET

TONGHAM WAR MEMORIAL
Following the end of The Great War villages and towns across 
the country proudly posted Rolls of Honour in the Churches, 
village halls and various public places as a demonstration of 
local patriotism to the sacrifices made. In due course these 
Rolls of Honour were replaced by more permanent Memo-
rials. Dr H M Chester LLD, the last Squire of Tongham and lo-
cal public benefactor, gave such a Memorial to the people of 
Tongham.

The Cornish granite Memorial bears the inscription “IN 
THANKFUL REMEMBRANCE OF THE MEN OF THE DISTRICT OF 
TONGHAM WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE GREAT WAR OF 
1914-1918 THAT WE MIGHT LIVE IN SAFETY”. On the reverse 
is the Crusaders Sword.
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T:   01252 782893  (Mon AM & Tues AM only)
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W: www.surreycc.gov.uk
E:  contact.centre@surreycc.gov.uk
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T: 01483 505050
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The unveiling and dedication of The War Memorial took 
place on New Year’s Day 1922. It began with a gathering at 
the recreation ground followed by a march up Poyle Road to 
the original site of the memorial*. Some 50 servicemen, un-
der the command of Major Budden DSO, RFA were led by the 
Tongham Brass Band (Band Master A. Higgins)followed by the 
Farnham Cadet Company under Captain H. R. Robins and the 
Choir of St Pauls Church.

The ceremony was attended by a large congregation and the 
Service was conducted by the Vicar Designate the Reverend 
Donald Pickering. Tongham Brass Band led the congregation 
with the opening hymn “Fight the Good Fight”. The Lesson 
was read by Mr C.P. Wattridge representing the Nonconform-
ist Church.

The Reverend Donald Pickering then read out the names 
of the fallen who, at this time, did not have their names in-
scribed on the Memorial. This was followed by the unveiling 
by Dr. Chester (seen on the left of the picture). Following the 
unveiling Dr. Chester said, ”Men of our land, of you let this be 
said: That those who live are worthy of the dead. These gave 
their lives that you may live to reap a nobler harvest, ere you 
fall asleep.”

ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Christmas is coming! 
Amongst all the glitter, presents, family visits, cards etc it is 
nice to take the time to come to church and remember that it 
is all about Christ’s birth. 

You are very welcome to attend any of the following, depend-
ing on age etc:

Wednesday 12th December: 10.30 am toddler nativity ser-
vice.

Sunday 16th December: 4 pm Carols by Candlelight in the 
church, followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Old 
School Hall.

Friday 21st December: Carols in the White Hart pub, a lovely 
informal singalong session in our village local!

Monday 24th December: Christmas Buzz in the morning, 
10.00 am to 12 noon, followed by a Crib Service for the chil-
dren in church at 12 noon, and also Midnight Communion 
service at 11.00 pm.

Tuesday 25th December: Christmas day! A family service at 
10.00 am. This is a very pleasant way to start your Christmas 
festivities.

The site of the original Memorial.

A well attended Memorial Service was led by our Vicar Claire 
Holt as several wreaths were laid at the foot of the Memorial.



The Great War
Private Francis John Baker aged 33

Private Frank Bicknell aged 25 
Private Frank Blake aged 41

Private Thomas Blunden aged 41
Private Percy Clifton H Brazier aged 22

Senior Petty Officer Ernest John Hawkins aged 33
Private William Leonard Hedger aged 24
Leading Seaman William Hunt aged 26
Private George Sidney Jones aged 22

Private Henry Marshall aged 62
Private John Thomas Morey aged 42

H Morris  ???
Driver Frederick Neville aged 41
Private William Quinnell aged 51

Private Charles Arthur Ricketts aged 19
Rifleman Amos Robert Rogers aged ??

Lt Colonel Dudley Ralph Turnbull DSO aged 25
Able Seaman Peter Tyler aged ??

Private George William Walker aged about 29
Joseph Herawell Walker???

Lance Corporal Bertie Wheeler aged about22
Able Seaman Frederick Wheeler aged 38

Private William Wheeler aged 24
Lieutenant John Rudolph Wissman  aged 23

Major Hugh Talbot Wynter aged 41

WORLD WAR TWO
Able Seaman Reginald Henry Friday aged 19

Flying Officer Harold Sydney John King aged 19
Gunner James Henry Vince aged 30

Private Winston Walter Matheron aged 24
(these details are taken from the Ash Museum “Tongham 

Roll of Honour” and further details of their regiments etc can 
be found on the Museum web site).

In some instances we have no further information other than 
a name (hence the ??? marks) so if any of our readers can fill 
in any of the blanks I would be really grateful. Please e-mail 
your information to the Parish Clerk marked for the attention 
of Ye Olde Codger. 

SURREY CC UPDATETONGHAM ROLL OF HONOUR
New Ash Road Bridge 
The Ash Road Bridge project will deliver a new link road and 
road bridge over the railway line at Ash Station for pedestri-
ans, cyclists and vehicles, allowing the level crossing to be 
closed, removing a key pinch point on the road network.
Network Rail as part of the project will build a a new foot-
bridge suitable for all users linking the platforms. 

This infrastructure scheme is essential to mitigate existing 
issues of a congestion pinch point and the rail barrier be-
ing down for a significant amount of time, plus mitigate the 
planned development proposed in Ash & Tongham in the 
Guildford Borough Council Submission Local Plan (Policy A29). 

Key benefits of the scheme include the removal of an exist-
ing traffic congestion hotspot delaying vehicles, pedestrians 
and cyclists and will provide an alternative route, encouraging 
traffic off rural roads to reduce rat running. The scheme fa-
cilitates the removal of a safety hazard posed by the present 
level crossing, categorised by NR as a medium-high risk and 
will mitigate against further impacts of proposed additional 
passenger train services on the line in future (three times per 
hour off-peak). 

The scheme is supported by Network Rail, who have pledged 
£2.5m funding. Homes England have also awarded £10m 
from the Housing Infrastructure Fund. The design is currently 
being developed for a planning application to be submitted 
in 2019. Construction is planned to commence in 2020 and 
complete in 2021.

This is a Guildford Borough Council led scheme to delivery key 
infrastructure in Ash.

If you have any questions regarding the project in the mean-
time, please contact major.projects@guildford.gov.uk

Matt Furniss
Vice-Chairman SCC Planning Committee

We hope you enjoy your newsletter and find it informative; it 
would be good to receive more input from you, the residents 
of Tongham, and to know what you would like to see featured 
in here. 

If you would like to contribute to the content of the next 
newsletter or would like to place an advertisement, please 
email Margaret our Tongham Parish Council Clerk on . . 

tonghamclerk@outlook.com

CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME

The Tongham Wood Improvement Group won the Silver Gilt 
award in the best neighbourhood project category in this 
year’s Guildford in Bloom award ceremony this September, a 
huge well done to the team. They meet on the third Sunday 
of the month and do a fantastic job of maintaining the woods. 

New helpers always welcome!

WELL DONE TWIG!

TONGHAM SCOUTS
Fundraising for a new Scout HQ!
4th Farnham (Tongham) Scouts have been providing Scout-
ing opportunities to young people (both boys and girls) from 
Tongham and the surrounding villages for many years.  We 
are sure that many of you have happy memories associated 
with us…either through being a scout yourself or attending 
the many community events that 4th Farnham Scouts take 
pride in supporting such as the annual Bonfire and Fireworks 
display and the Remembrance Day service.  

As well supporting our local community, we also give our Bea-
vers, Cubs, Scouts, young leaders and adult volunteers the 
opportunity to take part in a variety of fun, challenging and 
adventurous activities such as hiking, climbing, canoeing and 
pioneering.  All Sections also take part in camping and camp-
craft (pitching tents, fire-lighting, backwoods cooking and the 
traditional singing around a campfire!)

Unfortunately, our present Scout hut is no longer fit for our 
needs and those of our community.  The wooden, pre-war, 
ex-army hut is basic with leaks, very little heating and walls 
that move on windy nights!  Our kitchen and toilet facilities 
are in poor condition and the layout of the hut often restricts 
our fabulous leader’s plans for their section’s activities.

We do now have approved planning permission for a pur-
pose built, modern building which everyone in our scouting 
family is looking forward to using.  Over the last two years 
we have undertaken several fundraising activities such as a 
sponsored climb where our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and their 
families climbed the equivalent of two Ben Nevis’ and Mam 
Tor!  However, we still have a long way to go! 

This month we are launching two new community fundraising 
initiatives which we hope will enable the people of Tongham 
and the surrounding villages to easily support us.  We have 
been lucky to be selected as one of the charities benefitting 
from the Co-op Local Community Fund.  If you shop at the Co-
op, all you need to do is visit www.coop.co.uk/membership, 
sign in (or open an account if you don’t already have one) and 
select us as your chosen charity.  Co-op will then donate 1% 
of your purchases to our cause when you buy selected Co-op 
branded food products and services.

A NAG FROM THE CLERK . . .
The village is looking great, and is well supported by our com-
munity; but there are a few areas where we all need to pull 
together. 

The recreation ground wooded area is fenced to keep tres-
passers out of the farmer’s fields; there are a couple of places 
where people seem to think it’s clever and acceptable to cut 
the fence. This is a) illegal – damage to property and trespass, 
to name just two – and also, b) it is very annoying when walk-
ing your dogs if said dog gets into the field and then cannot 
get back out . . . Tongham Parish Council spends a small for-
tune on fence repair, which we all know comes out of our 
Council Tax; so please, do not do this.

Dog mess – I have two dogs and always carry plenty ‘poo’ 
bags; however there is a lot of ‘poo’ being left around the 
village. Very unpleasant if you stand on it, and it messes your 
shoes, car, carpet … there is one particular area where one 
particular large dog is leaving a mess, and that is at the en-
trance to the wooded area – very close to the poo bin – on 
the right hand side. If anyone walks a large dog in the woods, 
please be aware and pick up after him. This area has now been 
named Poo Corner . . . On the subject of dog poo, Tongham 
Woods (off the Laurels estate) is in a right old mess which is 
not pleasant for the volunteers when strimming the grass. I 
picked up seven in about three metres and had to give up. 
I have seen people working their way round with black bin 
bags, well done if this is you, you’re a star! 

TONGHAM SCOUTS (cont)
Our second initiative is the newly launched Guildford Com-
munity Lottery.  Tickets cost £1 each per week and can be 
bought online or by contacting Guildford Lottery on 01483 
338885.  For every ticket bought Guildford Community Lottery 
will donate 50p to our HQ fund if you select us as your good 
cause!  To select us as your good cause you can either search 
for us on the main Guildford Lottery page or go straight to our 
‘Good Cause’ page (www.guildfordlottery.org/support/4th-
farnham-tongham-scout-group).

The whole of 4th Farnham (Tongham) Scout group thank you 
in advance for any support you can give us in fundraising for 
our new Scout HQ!

Please take a look at our website (www.tongham.scoutsites.
org.uk) for more information about our fantastic group or 
contact us at tonghamscoutgroup@gmail.com if you would 
like any further information or feel you could support us in 
any way.


