Tongham Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2021

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Tongham Parish Council for the year ended
31 March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Goverance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Tongham

Parish Council on application to:
iy 14, Mupe, Clerd)
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3.  Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ 4 (c) for each

copy of the Annual Govemance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) w

Date of announcement: () ‘ {/ é@/ 202-1

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly avajlable for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the persan to whom
local govemment electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice {




section 1 ~ Annual Governance Statement 2020121

/e acknowledge as the membeys of

Tongham Parish Council

ur responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
1e preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
zspect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that: |

{. We have put in place arangemenis for effective financial | .| preparsd its accounting statements in accordance
management during e year, and for the preparatior o° | | wath the Accsunts and Audit Re gulations.
the accouniing statements. i 1 |
L. We mainained an adeguate system of internal conre! & | made proper arrangemernis and accepled :espdnsxmiily
incleding measures designed to prevent and detest fraud f ] for safequarding the pushc money and resaurces
and corruntion and reviews I s effectivens g i i | #s charge.
5. We ook afl reasorable steps (o assure ourselves . has only done what « has the legai powsr to doland has
that there are no matters of aclual or potential : | complied wiiii Proper Fructices in doing so.
non-compliance with laws. regulations and Proper i S
Practices (nat cuuld have a significan! financial efiect g
on the ability of this authority to conducs its 5 §
BUSIESs OF manage its finances i |
b W prowded proper epradudy uoring the vear fer ; : | during the year gave all persons interested the oppiriuniy to
the exerciss of electors’ rights in accerdance vath the | / | inspect and ask questions about this authority's @ccounts.
requirgmerns of the Actaarts and Audi Regulations. i ¢ 1 |
i We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this i 3 | considerad and documented the financal and other eisis i
authonty and loch approgriae steps to manage those i / : | faces ana dealt win them properly, |
risks, including the inreduct.on of internal controls andfor g\/ g i {
axternal insurance cover where required, H i |
S - o . %&um e o e — bt e
i. We maintained througnout the year ar adequate snd : | arranged for & competent person indepenaent &F the financial
effeclive sysiem of inlernal audit of the accountirg g v/ i conltrols and procedures o give on objechve vigw on whether {
recerds and control systems i snternal confrols meet the needs of this smaller suthoni, {
ki - o i s e R - . " IE———— g
*. We took appropriale aclion on all matters raised / | responded to matters brought {0 its atiention by jnitc nal and
N repofis rom witernal and external auit, I v exfernal audit | |
e e e = R ; i
}. We considered whather any litigatior . liabiliues or i | disclosed everythirg i showid have about it BUSIngss aetvily
commiments, events or lransachons, cccusring either /u" during the year inchuding events taking place after ihe year H

during or afier the year-end have a inancial mpacton i

i " end if refevant
ihis authorty and. where appropriate. have included them i V

{

1 the accourting stalements.

). {For local councils oniy} Trust furds including
charitagle. in our capacity as the sole managing
\rustee we discharged our accountabiity
responsibiliies for the {und(s yassets, ncluding
finanuial reporting and, if required, indenendent
exammnation or gudil,

has met all of its responsibiliies where, as a body
Ferporate. i is & S0l Managng rusind oF & weal
{ trust or busis., i

RO SRS VU S - |

Tlease provide sxplanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet far e ach ‘No response and describe how te
uthority wil addrass the weaknesses identified. These sheeis must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

his Annual Governance Statement was approved at 1 Sianed by the Chaivman ard Cleriof the mseiing whers
1eeting oi the authority on: approval was givan ra

17/6%] 202

nd recorded as minute reference:

tenn 18, Fsltozd

Chawmarn
Clerk

onghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

Tongham Parish Council

Year ending ; Notes and guidance

; 2
s
31 Mareh 31 March Plaase round alf figures to nearest £1. Do hol leave any.

| 2020 2621 boxes biank and report £0.or Nil balances. Al figures mst |
l i [ £ | egras (o underlying finaneal tecords.
§ | Total balances and reserves at the beginning Qf the year !

57,328 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
. Box 7 of previous year. |

| Total amount of precept (or for iDBs rates and Jevies)

[ 1. alances brought !
formard 81,187

5
4

|

S e e i S e

2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies 33,087§ 33,930 received or receivable in the year. Exciude any grants
. i TR Ty i X ’ G s ! feCé‘f‘Ved. 3
| 3. {+)} Total other receipts H | Totaf income or receipts as recorded in the ca.«{hbook less ¢
51,583 7,480 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). inglude any
{ | grants received. |
. - = T —— S 8 - —— - -
. 4. (-} Stafi cosis ! | Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf |
i ; of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages. i
i 1" ’9353 12 '1 32: empioyers Nl contributions, employers pension :
f i g contribulions, gratuities and Severance paymefis.
! 5. (-} Loan interest/capital - Total expenditure or payments of capital and ;'rjrerest :
‘E repayments o O made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).
| 8. (~) All other paymenis ? ' Total ex;;enditure or paytﬂents: as reébrdéd in fﬁe éésh- e
i 96,595 51,620 book fess staff costs (line 4) and ioan interest/capital
'f | repayments (linc &), S SRR R
| 7. (=) Balances carried . | | Total balances and reserves af the end of the year. Must
forward 57,328§ 34,966 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
| 8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investmenis 0 0! holdings and short term investments held as at; 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation. |
9, Total fixed assels plus The value of aff the properiy the suthority owns — it is made
long term investments 571,504 596,984, up of all its fixed assets and fong term investments as af
and assets 31 March. |
10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 37 Marc!fv of aif foans

from third parties (including PWLB).

!
The Council, as a body corporate. acfs as sofe ;trusmﬁ- for
and js responsible for managing Trust funds orassets.
3 (e : - ~ H
i ] o N.B. The figures in the accounting stalemenis abovedo |
i ]  notincluds any Trust transactions. ! ]

| 1. (For Local Councils Only Disclosure note
re Trust funds (including charitable)

e , ORI,
E

! certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting i | confirm that these Accounting Statements were |

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability | approved by this authority op this date: {

Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments | ¥ : ]

of income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 1 / 7/ o d/;f ﬁ’ﬁl@{

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —~a | ! i 5

Prac'tmone‘ars Gu@e to Prqper Prarftcces and present fairly as recorded in minlite reference: k

the financial position of this authority, i

Signed by Responsibie Financial Officer before being ? l~m/\ { 2 I T = K&;’.ﬁ ?_./
presented to the authority for approval | o

Signed by Chairman of fhe meeting where the Acéounting
| Statements were appfived—__ |

Date ! 7/ ¢ 5/ AO2f
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
In respect of TONGHAM PARISH COUNCIL - SU0076

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

¢ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do. ﬁ

2 External auditor report 2020/21

|Except for the maiters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2020/21 for the exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes’
to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to
this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering
‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year|
comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR:
e The smaller authority has confirmed that the figures in Section 2, Box 8 for both the current and prior year are incorrect. Section 2,
Box 8 for the current and prior year should read £ 32,108 and £54,906 respectively.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has not provided an adequate explanation for the difference between Section 2, Boxes 7 and 8

The authority has received £615 in respect of an insurance claim against expenditure during the prior year and has accounted for it as a receipt
in Section 2, Box 3. The authority could not confirm when the relevant expense occurred. Whilst the Practitioners’ Guide is silent on the
matter, it is our view that the true cost to the authority should be shown on a net basis if both the claim and expense occurred in the same
financial year. Accounting on a gross basis inflates the gross income and gross expenditure of the authority and can push the authority into a
higher fee band than it would otherwise be in.

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

External Auditor Name
. PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature Date 27/09/2021

* Note: the NAQ issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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