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SPRING 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to the Spring 22 Parish Council newsletter. As we move towards summer from spring we find ourselves 
settling into a new type of normal following two very challenging years for many of us. There are few among us who 
could have anticipated such an impact on our day to day lives but now some aspects have returned to being as they 
were, others will never be the same. Looking for positives from our joint experience it seems a greater sense of 
community has emerged. 

Your Parish Council Meetings 
One thing which has returned to the old normal is Parish Council monthly meetings which are again being held in the 
Old School (next to St. Paul’s Church) on the third Monday of most months at 7.30pm. Local matters are discussed 
and there is often an opportunity to receive updates from Borough and our local County Councillors who kindly take 
questions from attendees. We would urge you to come and join us and see what it is all about. 

Please check the website  (https://tonghamparishcouncil.gov.uk/) for dates and agendas.  The meetings are 
generally well attended and we are always happy to see new faces so, if you can, please come along to see what 
goes on.  

What have we been doing in Tongham 
A change which has occurred is the retirement of Margaret Murray from her role as Clerk to the Parish Council. Over 
the past eight years Margaret has provided excellent support to Parish Councillors and the community and we wish 
her well for the future. We also welcome Jill Smith who has bravely taken on the task. Jill can be reached by email: 
clerk@tonghamparishcouncil.gov.uk. Please refer to our website to check the areas we are responsible for. 

The dramatic change to our local landscape is another challenge for us all and here, again, things will never be quite 
the same again. We welcome all the new members of our community and hope they enjoy exploring the area and 
finding all the great facilities it has to offer. As the community grows we hope to see some of you at our meetings. 

Samfest 
 

 

We are sad to report that the organisers have taken the 
difficult decision to cease the presenting of Samfest.  

This bi-annual music event was enjoyed by large numbers 
over several years and has raised funds for charity. 

 

 



The Queens’ Platinum Jubilee 
  

In celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee the Parish Council has joined forces with 
Tongham Community Association, St Paul’s Church, 4th Farnham Scout Group and Tongham 
Care Group to bring you an afternoon of family fun in The Rec on Saturday 4th June from 
2pm. There will be children’s entertainment, stall, tea and cakes and music for everyone to 
enjoy. Later Tongham Football Club are presenting a race night in the Community Centre. 

Tickets for this event will be £1 per person and it will run from 6 - 10pm. 

Please note that the car park will be closed for the afternoon event and no alcohol is to be brought 
on site. The Community Centre bar will be open. 

Section 137 Grants 
Each year the Parish Council award grants to local organisations for the benefit of the community. We have now 
introduced a form which can be completed on-line if your group wishes to apply. All requests will be considered by 
the Parish Councillors. 

Details of recipients can be found on the Parish Council Website, with some examples below: 

The Friends of St Paul's C/E Infant School Tongham were very grateful to receive two recent grants from 
the Parish Council. 

 

During the last academic year we finished off fund raising for the third section of 
the play equipment in the back playground, the Jungle Gym. 

This was very much in place and enjoyed by all those children who left in the 
summer 2021.  

 

 

Additionally the recent grant has gone towards the schools new phonics 
scheme which fits with curriculum changes and has been very successful. 
The Friends has just purchased a set of books for one year group and 
hope to get more very soon! We are extremely grateful for the grants 
we have received. They have actively enriched the children's education                               

 

 

Tongham Bowling club was delighted to receive a grant from the Parish Council.  

 

We were formed in 1952 echoing the Jubilee of our Queen and we wrote to 
her majesty and received a reply which is hanging on our wall. The money 
went towards replacing our dilapidated veranda so our (mainly) senior 
membership can watch the matches under cover  As an old building we have 
lots of things that need improvement.    Many thanks 

 



Tongham Community Association Grant 

Last year was a difficult year for the Tongham Community Association as we only fully reopened in August 2021, due 
to the Covid 19 pandemic. Whilst we were closed the support from Guildford Borough Council and the Tongham 
Parish Council enabled us to continue to employ the Centre Manager and pay the day to day running costs of the 
Community Centre and recreation ground.  

 

It took some time for our regular hirers to get back to normal and a few have 
dropped by the wayside and not returned. The Section 137 Grants from 
Tongham Parish Council were mainly used to cover Covid protection but we are 
hopeful that this year we can apply for Equipment such as tables and chairs, 
which are in need of replacement. 

 

TWIG (Tongham Woods Improvement Group) Section 137 Grant 

Tongham Wood Improvement Group (TWIG) is a small group of volunteers who maintain and improve an area of 
land between the A331 and Tongham village owned by Surrey County Council.  Access can be obtained via three 
entrances – from the lockups off Garbetts Way, from the lockups between Blenheim Close and Grieve Close, and 
from the underpass to Heron Wood. 

The volunteer group meet at 10.00am every third Sunday of the month at 
the Garbetts Way entrance and everyone is welcome to join us in 
maintenance tasks including tree planting, path maintenance, tree 
management, wild flower planting and general tidying and litter picking. 

We have also gratefully received annual financial assistance from Tongham 
Parish Council which covers our insurance and contributes to materials for 
our various tasks, especially for the A331 fencing last year. 

To read the latest TWIG Newsletter please go to the end of this TPC Newsletter. 

Updates 

Phone Box 

The defibrillator has now been installed in the old telephone box near the crossroads. At the time of writing we are 
awaiting it’s commissioning and, once active, will provide a second of these important pieces of equipment. The 
other one is to be found at the Community Centre in The Rec. 

Villages in Bloom 

We will, once again, be participating in this event and hope to move up another notch.   Judging will take place in 
late June/July. 

A selection of spring bulbs were planted in the raised beds by the crossroads which brought a little bit of colour to 
the area earlier this year. 

We are planning some projects for the coming year, one of which will be the addition of a new compliant ramp to 
access the Community Centre and a Teen Shelter for the Recreation Ground. 



Tongham Wood Improvement Group – Newsletter by Iain Murray (TWIG Chair) 

Tongham Wood Improvement Group (TWIG) is a small group of volunteers who maintain and improve an area of 
land between the A331 and Tongham village owned by Surrey County Council.  Access can be obtained via three 
entrances – from the lockups off Garbetts Way, from the lockups between Blenheim Close and Grieve Close, and 
from the underpass to Heron Wood. 

The volunteer group meet at 10.00am every third Sunday of the month at the Garbetts Way entrance and everyone 
is welcome to join us in maintenance tasks including tree planting, path maintenance, tree management, wild flower 
planting and general tidying and litter picking. 

TWIG has been in existence for twenty years or so.  It was established with the help of the Blackwater Valley 
Countryside Partnership (BVCP) to improve this piece of land. Originally it was in total disrepair and being used for fly 
tipping but was gradually transformed into an amenity for the village and a refuge for wildlife.  Since then boundary 
fencing and paths have been established and over 3000 trees including an orchard of fruit trees have been planted 
and the area can now be easily accessed. Nature diversity has also been encouraged with the various works that we 
have actioned. 

Over the last year or so we have performed the following tasks : 

 Rebuilt one of the bridges over a drainage ditch. 
 
 Established 400 meters of dog proof fencing along the length 

of the A331with assistance from the BVCP volunteers. 
 
 Planted another 400 wild hedge trees along the boundary 

with the developing new Grange Road housing. 
 

 
 
 
 Sowed wild flowers and planted bulbs in the woodland 
      areas. 
 
 Maintained paths and cleared fallen trees after the storms. 
 

 

I also have to thank the BVCP who assist us with some of the more 
complex tasks and support us as required out of the goodness of their 
hearts although they no longer get funding from Surrey County 
Council.   

This enforced restriction of aid from the BVCP is currently our biggest 
challenge but we have also gratefully received annual financial 
assistance from Tongham Parish Council which covers our insurance 
and contributes to materials for our various tasks, especially for the A331 fencing last year. 

All this has only been possible with the commitment of the volunteers and we are always keen to have new people 
join us. No experience is necessary and tasks can be as energetic as you want so come along down on the third 
Sunday of the month.  Children are welcome but must be accompanied by an adult.  Alternatively why not just visit 
for a walk round the Woods and admire the display of Spring wild flowers currently in bloom. 


