
Tongham Parish Council: Chairmans Report: 15th May 2023  
Another year gone by and lots happened within the village as has been the case in recent 
years. 
 
I can’t as you all know do my report without commenƟng on the overdevelopment of the 
village and my dislike of it. Having moved to Tongham with my family in 1965 and being 
involved with all things Tongham, nobody is ever going to convince me that the amount of 
new housing is going to have an overall posiƟve affect on Tongham as a village, I sincerely 
hope that the volume of new residents will benefit local businesses as that would be at least 
a small consolaƟon for the exisƟng residents of the village. 
 
The last year has seen a first full year in office for our Clerk Jill Smith, taking over from 
Margaret Murray was always going to be a tough act to follow, and despite by her own 
admission, the task being at Ɵmes a liƩle overwhelming, Jill has seƩled in to her role and 
does a fine job in dealing with day to day Parish Business, as do all our volunteer councillors, 
Susie Habgood, Sue Gray, Phil Buckley, Alison Carey and Sue BlewiƩ, we said goodbye to 
both Sue BlewiƩ and Alison Carey recently as both decided their Ɵme as TPC councillors was 
at an end, I would like to thank them both for their Ɵme and commitment to their roles. Also 
thanks to Councillor Melvin Baldock who stepped down from TPC last year for personal 
reasons.  
 
Thanks to MaƩ Furniss SCC and both Graham Eyre and Paul Spooner GBC for their support 
throughout the last year, and a special menƟon must go to Paul Spooner who aŌer many 
years of service to GBC and his community has decided to “take a rest”  from the stresses 
and strains of poliƟcs, best wishes to you Paul !  
 
I would like to thank other various volunteer groups in the village that also do a great job, 
The scouts for their help in community events parƟcularly the annual bonfire which 
conƟnues to be very popular, the Community AssociaƟon for managing the rec and 
community centre, they do a sterling job, the InsƟtute fund for helping and caring for the 
less fortunate and donaƟng much needed funds to all the voluntary good causes in and 
around the village, and huge congratulaƟons to Mike Heath on his recent BEM award for all 
the work he and his Tongham Care Group do around the village, I was fortunate enough to 
join Mike and others at a recent aŌernoon tea event to celebrate his award. Of course the 
above are just a secƟon of some of the volunteers we have in Tongham, we are quite lucky 
that we sƟll maintain a good community spirit within the village which was certainly evident 
at the recent Kings CoronaƟon event at the recreaƟon ground where despite the fact it 
poured with rain all day the event was sƟll well aƩended. 
 
I’m Sure I have forgoƩen someone or something but will finish my report with one last 
thankyou to the members of the public who bother to come to TPC meeƟngs and take an 
interest in Parish maƩers they are a small group but an important one. 
 
Best Regards 
 
Les Oakley: Chairman Tongham Parish Council  


